
1 

 

  Co-funded by the EU                                                      

 

 

SURVEY: ROMA YOUTH IN BULGARIA  

 

Author: Donka Panayotova 

 

January 2025 

Introduction 

This report is part of a project, entitled “Roma Youth Empowerment and 

Awareness for Change” (RomaREACH), funded by the Citizens, 

Equality, Rights and Values (CERV) Programme of the European 

Commission. The project was launched in July 2024 by the Roma 

Informalis Oktatasi Kozhasznu Alapitvany (UCCU) from Budapest, 

Hungary (Lead coordinator), Roma University Network (CampusRom) 

from Barcelona, Spain, and NGO Organization Drom from Vidin, 

Bulgaria. 

The RomaREACH project includes research and surveys focusing on the 

civic activism of Roma youth and awareness-raising events. The project 

aims to increase understanding of national and EU policymaking 

processes and strengthen active citizenship and participatory skills of 

Roma youth. 

The structure of the survey report is as follows. First, is provides the 

sample characteristics of a survey among Roma youth in Bulgaria, held 

online between 27 July and 27 August 2024. IBM Statistical Product and 

Survey Solutions (SPSS) statistics software was used to analyse the 

survey results. Four key pillars of results have been analysed, namely:  

(i) access to social life; (ii) access to employment and education;          

(iii) political life in Bulgaria; and (iv) level of discrimination in Bulgaria. 

Finally, the report concludes with key recommendations for improving the 

situation of Roma in Bulgaria as proposed by survey respondents.   
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Sample characteristics 

The survey received 68 replies from anonymous Roma youth across 

Bulgaria through a survey instrument, which was published online and 

spread throughout networks using variety of online channels. The 

sample included 25-30 year-olds (a little over half of the sample), 1/3 

represented 19-24 year-olds and the rest were 16-18 year-olds. Close to 

2/3 of the sample (66%) were women and the rest identified as men. 

52% of the respondents indicated having high school education (majority 

being students at present), whereas 35% indicated having university 

education. In fact, 1 out of 4 respondents from the sample have a 

bachelor degree, whereas 1 out of 10 have a master’s degree. 7% have 

a semi-higher education, and the lowest two groups have 3% each a 

doctoral degree or a primary education. Majority of the survey 

respondents have not visited a segregated Roma school environment 

(82%), whereas 9% have been previously visiting segregated primary 

and high school environment, while only 7% have visited Roma 

segregated school environment, and the rest did not answer. Around 

80% of the respondents live in an urban area, whereas the rest live in a 

village area. 1 out of 4 of the respondents live in a segregated Roma 

neighborhood. Majority of the respondents speak 2-3 languages (7 out of 

10), while 12% speak 4 or more languages.  

In sum, the survey of Roma youth in Bulgaria embraced predominantly 

well-educated Roma youth with university education or students, who 

speak 2-3 languages, on average. Many of the respondents have not 

indicated the have studied or are currently studying in an integrated 

school environment. Majority live in an urban area, but ¼ of the survey 

respondents live in a segregated Roma neighborhood. On the question 

where do you want to live in the future, 77% respond that they would like 

to continue living in Bulgaria and only 23% want to live abroad, which 

means that many of the respondents feel satisfied from their professional 

and personal life in Bulgaria. 
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Access to social life 

Fig.1: How do you assess the activities of youth clubs and social 
organisations (e.g. foundations, networks, civil organisations)? 
 
 

 
 
 

Source: Survey among Roma youth in Bulgaria, NGO Organization 

Drom, 27 July-27 August 2024.  

A great share (close to 90%) of the respondents assess the activities of 

youth clubs and social organisations in Bulgaria as very positive or 

positive. In spite of this, a little over half (53%) are members of such 

organisations. As a result, a small share of the respondents (6%) have a 

high self-assessment for their participation in social activities (e.g. 

volunteering, strikes, political activities), while 27% of the survey 

respondents have high self-assessment and 44% have neutral self-

assessment for their participation. A positive correlation is found between 

the membership at youth clubs and social organisations and the positive 

assessment of those organisations (Pearson correlation, .289*). 
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Fig.2: Barriers, which prevent from participation in social activities  

 

Source: Survey among Roma youth in Bulgaria, NGO Organization 

Drom, 27 July-27 August 2024.  

55% of the respondents claim they lack information which prevents them 

from participating in social activities in Bulgaria, whereas for 16 % of the 

respondents the barriers are financial.15% of the total share declare they 

have no interest to take part in those activities, and each 1 out of 10 

claims discrimination prevents them from participating in social activities.  

More than half of the survey respondents (53%) are active in religious 

communities. However, only a quarter of the total survey sample visit a 

religious gathering 2-4 times monthly, while 13% visit a religious 

gathering 5 or more times per month.  

Almost half (46%) of the Roma youth confirm that they volunteer in social 

projects for Roma. However, about three quarters (72%) offer less than 2 

hours weekly for volunteering, whereas 18% provide less than 5 hours 

weekly.  

In sum, it can be concluded that it seems that active participation of 

Roma youth in Bulgaria in social activities can be increased if more 

information is provided by owners of social activities (foundations, civil 

organisations, networks). It seems that volunteering is well spread (each 

one out of two survey respondents volunteer) but young people prefer to 

offer very little time to volunteering.  
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Access to employment and education 

Over half of the respondents have a full-time job (57%), 7% have a part-

time job, 28% are still students at school (including a minor percentage 

of about 5% of overall sample). From those that have a job, 15% have 

unskilled job (manual labor), whereas almost half (46%) have a 

profession, 19% are working in the service industry, 9% have a job that 

requires technical skills and 7% have an administrative job. Only 13% of 

the Roma youth in Bulgaria work in the Roma NGO sector. Most of the 

respondents are happy (43%) or very happy (15%) from their job, while 

only 5% are unhappy.  

It could be concluded that unlike the Roma community in Bulgaria as a 

whole, a lot of the respondents confirm they are employed – close to 2/3 

of the sample and most of the people have a skilled job. The reason for 

this is perhaps the fact that many of the participants in the sample are 

well educated with bachelor, master and sometimes even with a PhD 

degree. Unlike average expectations, the sample shows that a small 

minority of the Roma youth are working in the Roma NGO sector.  

Access to political life 

Fig.3: Are you interested in the political life of the country? 

 

Source: Survey among Roma youth in Bulgaria, NGO Organization 

Drom, 27 July-27 August 2024.  



6 

 

 

A large share of the survey respondents claim that there are interested in 

the political life of the country (34%) and additional 4% say that they are 

very interested. 22% are neutral about political life in the country, while 

24% say that they are somewhat interested, whereas 16% are not 

interested at all. Only 1.5% share of total are party members and 

majority (62%) confirm that they have never or rarely participated in 

political activities (voting, protests, discussion forums, petitions). 

The results tell us that there is a potential for improving access to 

political life in Bulgaria for Roma youth but party membership could be 

increased substantially by engaging political parties to attract young 

people. Moreover, awareness campaigns among Roma youth need to 

take place in order to increase their participation in voting, discussion 

forums, petitions and actively defending their rights and interests through 

democratic ways, such as protests.   

Interestingly enough, when asked how well they know the issues of 

Roma in Bulgaria, majority of the Roma youth say very much or 

moderately. More than half (56%) are knowledgeable about projects for 

protection of Roma rights and ca. 80% think that those projects are very 

useful or useful. Only 6% of the respondents say that these projects are 

not useful at all or do not know. A small share of the Roma youth are 

engaged very often (16%) or often (15%) in projects or initiatives, which 

target protection of Roma rights. Yet, 15% claim they have never been 

involved in projects and initiatives about Roma rights. 

It can be concluded that majority of the Roma youth know about existing 

issues of the Roma community and they feel they are knowledgeable 

about projects for protection of Roma rights. Yet, an insufficient share of 

the Roma youth is involved in Roma projects, which protect Roma rights. 

This means NGOs and other social actors can think of putting together 

more channels to reach Roma youth and provide the necessary 

incentives to stimulate their engagement as volunteers in projects or 

through part-time activities.   
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Level of discrimination in Bulgaria 

Close to 80% of the respondents, declare that human rights in Bulgaria 

are not protected, whereas about 70% say they have been a victim of 

discrimination.  

Fig.4: Areas of personal discrimination in Bulgaria  
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Source: Survey among Roma youth in Bulgaria, NGO Organization 

Drom, 27 July-27 August 2024.  

75% of the Roma youth claim that the overall level of discrimination in 

Bulgaria is very high or high and only 6% say that it is low or very low. 

Therefore, there is a dominant opinion that the level of discrimination in 

the country does not meet expectations of a functioning democracy. 

There is a positive correlation between those respondents that claim that 

human rights in Bulgaria are not protected and those that evaluate the 

overall level of discrimination as high or very high. (Pearson 

coefficient.319**). 

Key recommendations of the survey respondents 

The survey respondents provided many recommendations on how to 

improve the situation of Roma in Bulgaria. Very often, they would 

recommend quality education, similar to the Vidin desegregation model 

(established by NGO Organization Drom), protection of human rights, 

better education for parents and their children and integration of Roma 

from early childhood. In addition, more visibility of the issues Roma face 
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in Bulgaria is recommended by being more vocal in terms of bringing the 

issues of Roma to the Bulgarian society through communication, 

campaigns for inclusiveness and tolerance. One of the survey 

respondents said: “There is a need to offer more opportunities to Roma 

in the sphere of politics, public services, full-time employment, so that 

Roma can be seen as successful and hence, should not be experiencing 

discrimination”. Another survey respondent added “…more recently, 

teachers have started instilling hatred among children at school, which is 

dangerous”. This may be a trend, which comes out of the media hatred, 

which has spreads around the country in the past few years. Media 

attention to Roma, which creates a negative image, is problematic too. 

Another respondent shared an opinion that reducing discrimination 

requires that most of the Roma are employed. Furthermore, Roma need 

to have information campaigns to educate them about rights and 

responsibilities to the Bulgarian society so that they can follow the laws 

of the country and demand that their rights are protected as citizens of 

the European Union. 
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