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Introduction 

Organization Drom was founded in 1997. Since then, the NGO has been supporting 

the Roma community in Northwest Bulgaria through projects on education, human 

rights protection, media, and, most recently access to housing. The majority of our 

donors have come from abroad, while local authorities, schools, and media have been 

our most prominent partners. Since 2000, we provided support to over 4,000 Romani 

children, for access to quality education in the mainstream schooling system of Vidin 

and five other locations in Northwest Bulgaria. This was made possible by the 

establishment of the Vidin model for Roma School Desegregation, which has become 

famous throughout Europe. Over 200 Roma children from the Vidin Desegregation 

Program have entered and/or graduated from universities and colleges in bachelors, 

masters and PhD programs in Bulgaria and abroad. 

Our projects have been nominated several times as best projects by international 

organizations, and we have received several international awards. The European 

Commission, the World Bank, Open Society Foundations, Human Rights Watch, 

Amnesty International, New York Times, International Herald Tribune, and, most 

recently, the European Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) have reported on our 

activities. Two key challenges have accompanied our work on Roma issues 

throughout these years: (i) Northwest region, where Vidin is situated, stood 

continuously as the poorest economic planning region of the European Union (EU) - 

hence, unemployment, poverty and social unrest affected Roma – the poorest social 

strata of the Bulgarian society; and (ii) mistrust and discrimination towards Roma has 

been a daily occurrence. 

In late 2017, our team launched a survey using similar survey instruments that have 

been used by the European Commission, European Union Agency for Fundamental 

Rights (FRA), World Bank, and United Nations to assess the conditions for access to 

housing in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin, which is home to about 8,000 people. 

A World Bank report on Roma in Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Romania and Serbia, 

published in 2010 states that, “Roma inclusion is smart economics, increasing GDPs by 

more than 3% and government budgets by more than 4% annually.1” While integration 

of Roma in the labor market is important, national and local authorities need to first 

settle the issue of providing access to housing for Roma. Hence, the main aim of this 

report is to analyze results from the Roma Household Survey in Vidin, and offer policy 

recommendations to local and national authorities that would substantially improve 

the situation of Roma in Vidin as it relates to conditions for access to housing in the 

Roma Ghetto, which is home to most of the Roma, who live in the town.  

                                                           
1
 The World Bank report’s analysis is based on quantitative data and information from interviews with 

222 stakeholders – government and non-government officials, and Roma and non-Roma. Seven 

household surveys for these four countries provided sufficiently rich information to make the 

economic calculations. The four countries represent more than two-thirds of Roma in Central and 

Eastern Europe and the Balkans. 
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The report is structured as follows: firstly, it presents general information about the 

survey; secondly, it analyzes survey results; and finally, it offers conclusions and policy 

recommendations. 

About Vidin and the Roma 

The town of Vidin is situated in Northwest Bulgaria on the Danube River, close to the 

border of Romania and Serbia. It is one of the oldest towns in Bulgaria, and was 

established in the Third Century B.C. under the name Dunonia. Today, the town is 

populated by 43,595 people (a quarter of whom are Roma) which is 30% less than the 

total population in 1992 as per National Statistical Institute (NSI).  GDP per capita in 

the region is among the lowest in the country, at EUR 3,200 (NSI, 2015). The 

unemployment rate in Vidin stands out as one of the highest in the country, at 18.8%. 

There is a branch of Ruse University “Angel Kanchev” in Vidin which enrolled 45 

students in 2018. 

Only 30% of the 

households in Vidin 

have internet access. 

Vidin has attracted 

approximately EUR 52 

M. of Foreign Direct 

Investment, and there 

are about 3,000 non-

financial enterprises 

in Vidin. The town is 

one of the lowest 

performers of 

economic activities in 

the country and it 

features a low socio-

economic profile. 

      The Roma Ghetto in Vidin is adjacent to railways 

The Roma Ghetto in Vidin is located on the edge of the city. It was established in 

1936 by municipal decision in a swamp area. Today, it is home to about 8,000 Roma 

as per non-official estimates. Most of the Roma in the town of Vidin live in the Roma 

Ghetto, which has a primary school, police department, policlinic, dentist, small shops, 

coffee shops, restaurants, and a nearby kindergarten, but it does not have a 

pharmacy, fire department, social service department, or supermarket. Many other 

services are also missing. The road infrastructure is in very bad condition and the 

Cadaster Plan, which covers an area of 400 acres, has not been updated since 2004. 

Other issues include: lack of a sewage system, many households not being connected 

to the electricity grid, and over 40% of the buildings that have not obtained necessary 
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construction permits from 

the local authorities and are 

considered illegal. The Roma 

Ghetto in Vidin is almost 

entirely surrounded by a 

concrete wall, and the largest 

cemetery of the town of 

Vidin is adjacent to the 

Ghetto, which is home to 

over 1,000 Roma children.  

 

 

The Roma Ghetto is surrounded by a 

concrete wall 

Vidin Roma Household Survey Results 

The survey was conducted over the course of 7 days, between November 28 and 

December 4, 2017. It encompassed 120 households in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin. 

Face-to-face interviews were taken by four experienced interviewers, hired by NGO 

Organization Drom, using a random sample method. Тhe survey instrument includes 

indicators that reflect the priority areas of the EU framework for National Roma 

Integration Strategies up to 2020: employment and poverty, education, housing, 

health, discrimination and rights. The survey also included the factors laid out in 

Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, referred to in Article 11 of 

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which enshrines 

the individual’s “right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being 

of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing, and medical care and 

necessary social services”. 

 

Characteristics of the Sample 

The sample is composed of 100 households who live in illegal buildings and 20 

households who live in legal buildings. In this way, the survey covered about 10% of 

the buildings in the Ghetto and ca. 7% of the population, given that the average 

household consists of between 3 and 4 people.2  

 

                                                           
2
 Тhere are no official estimates for the population of the Vidin Ghetto, but it is believed that around 

8,000 people live there. However, many have migrated in the past decade and as a result the 

population today may have come down to about 5,000. The national parliamentary elections in 2017 

registered about 4,000 Roma adults to vote. 
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The characteristics of the sample are as follows: 39% of the respondents were male, 

while 61% were female. Half of the respondents were in the 35-54 age group, while 

28% of the respondents were adults below 35. Only 14% of the interviewees were in 

the age group 55-65, while a small fraction (9%) was above 65 years old.  
 

Figure 1: Age Group of Survey Respondents 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

Note: only 4 missing responses. 

 

When asked about the age of the head of the household, the respondents answered 

that 22% of the households had a head who is below 35 years old, while 47% are in 

the 35-54 age group. 20% of the households had a head who was in the age group of 

55-65, while only 11% had a head who was above 65 years old. Most of the 

respondents that were interviewed were married (64%), while only a small fraction 

was unmarried (18%). 

 
Figure 2: Family status of the respondents 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

Note: 5 % of the interviewees did not identify their family status. 

 

A total of 204 women and 171 men comprised the Roma household sample (over 15 

years old), whereas the survey respondents said that 68 members of the household 

live abroad.  This means that around 20% of the members of the households have 

migrated, which corresponds to informal estimates that big waves of about 3,000 

Roma from the Roma Ghetto have settled in Germany, Finland, Italy and Spain in the 

past decade. 
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Figure 3: How many male/female (over 15 years old) and children live and sleep in your 

household for more than 9 months out of the year? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

Given the characteristics of the sample and the sampling technique, it is considered 

representative for the Roma Ghetto in Vidin. Hence, survey results can be generalized.  

Work 

From those members in the household that stay in the Roma Ghetto, the long-term 

unemployed Roma represent the highest share (37%). 

Figure 4: Distribution of Roma, regarding economic and other activities 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

39% of the Roma adults from the Vidin Ghetto work. Yet, most of them (24%) have no 

formal contract with an employer. Second EU Minorities and Discrimination Survey 

(MIDIS) for nine countries, held in 2016, reported that a quarter of all Roma (above 16 

years old) said that they are employed or self-employed.3 In Bulgaria, 23% have 

reported that they are employed. Only 4% of the Roma in the household sample of 

the survey are pursuing their studies in high school, university or college. 42% of the 

respondents said that the head of the household has not worked in the past 12 

months. Another 10% responded that the head of the household worked for 1-2 

months, while another 11% said that the head worked 3-4 months during the past 

year.  

                                                           
3
 EU MIDIS II survey was conducted by the European Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) in 2016. It is 

the second large-scale survey (the first one was done in 2008 in six countries) that collected 

information on almost 34,000 persons living in Roma households in nine EU Member States (including 

Bulgaria), deriving from nearly 8,000 face-to-face interviews with Roma. 
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Children and Education 

It is a myth that Roma households have 3-4 or more kids on average, as our sample 

shows a different outcome for the Roma families in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin. One 

out of five households have no children, whereas about a third have only one child. A 

third of the households have two children. Actually, there were only 2 households in 

the sample who had five children. 

 

 
The Vidin Desegregation Model is famous throughout Europe 
 

Vidin was the first town to witness Roma school desegregation in Eastern Europe. It 

was a pilot project, financed by the Open Society Institute in Budapest, and 

undertaken by NGO Organization Drom in 2000. Later on, the project spread to 

Serbia, Hungary, Romania, Macedonia, Slovakia and the Czech Republic. As a result of 

the Vidin desegregation project, which provided free access to quality education for 

Roma children in the mainstream schooling system, free bussing and education 

materials, as well as free extra tutoring, the number of children that study in the 

Roma segregated schools throughout Eastern Europe has been decreasing every 

year. Many Roma parents from the Roma Ghetto in Vidin have taken advantage of 

being able to enroll their children in the mainstream schooling system. In fact, the 

present survey shows that 60% of the households reported their children study in a 

non-segregated school environment, while 40% are still educated in the primary 

Roma School, situated in the Roma Ghetto. This corresponds to informal estimates 

which say that about 400 Roma children are still registered in the Roma segregated 

school in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin, while another 600 children study in the 

mainstream schooling system. 

The EU MIDIS II 2016 survey shows that 27% of Roma children in Bulgaria study in all-

Romany segregated schools, while 33% study in schools where the concentration of 

Roma children is high – overall 60%. Therefore, Vidin compares much better vis-à-vis 

an average town in the country. Overall, Bulgaria scores much worse than Portugal, 

where the aggregate group, combining the two (Roma who attend all-Romany 

schools and Roma who attend schools where most of the children are Roma), is 

estimated at 14%, and Romania, where it is 29%. Slovakia scores even worse 

compared to Bulgaria with 62%, while Hungary has 61% of its Roma children attend 

school in segregated education environments where all children or most children are 

Roma.  
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Figure 5: Can your household pay tuition fees and educational materials? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

The majority of the households (66%) have responded negatively to the question of 

whether they can pay for tuition fees and education materials for their children. In 

fact, the Bulgarian school system is entirely public and no school fees apply, while 

education materials cost no money for mandatory education (1st to 7th graders).  

The respondents indicated that 58% of the person with highest degree in the 

household has a primary school education, while 39% has a high school education, 

1.7% share has university education, and 1.7% are pursuing a PhD degree. 

Medical Care  

 

Health influences economic outcomes. The 2013 European Council Recommendation 

calls for effective measures to ensure equal access to universally available healthcare 

services for Roma. The availability of health insurance is the major instrument to 

access the healthcare system. According to the EU MIDIS II 2016 survey, 95% to 98% 

of Roma in Spain, Portugal and Slovakia are covered either by the national basic 

health insurance scheme or additional insurance. In contrast, only 45% of Roma in 

Bulgaria and 54% of Roma in Romania indicated that this is the case. 

Roma in Vidin were not asked whether they have medical insurance, but they were 

asked how often in the household has someone been ill. 
 

Table 1: How often has someone in your household been ill in the past 12 months? 

 Not seriously ill Seriously ill (stay in bed 

for two or more days at a 

time) 

Never 1% 43% 

Once or twice 59% 24% 

Once a month 27% 21% 

A few times a month 9% 8% 

About once a week 2% 0% 

Every day 1% 3% 

Don’t know 1% 1% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 
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Poverty is very often associated with lack of medical care. One out of five 

respondents in the survey indicated that they had been seriously ill once a month, 

while 27% said they were ill but not seriously once a month. 43% said that they have 

never been seriously ill. Yet, it is unlikely that Roma people can assess whether they 

have been seriously ill or not if the majority said that they cannot afford professional 

medical treatment (see figure below).  
 

Figure 6: Can your household afford professional medical treatment  

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

The majority of the households responded that they cannot afford professional 

medical treatment for non-serious illnesses (53%) nor for serious illnesses (60%). 

When asked what they think about the Roma Ghetto, regarding medical treatment 

for non-serious and for serious illnesses, an even higher percentage indicated that 

people cannot afford such services, 79% for the former and 84% for the latter types 

of medical treatment. 

Conditions for Access to Housing 

 

Most of the houses in the Vidin Ghetto were built with bricks (58%), but majority of 

them are not finished yet. Moreover, some of them are adjacent to electricity grids, 

which is illegal, and others are blocking streets. In fact, according to the latest 

municipality data, over 40% of the buildings in the Roma Ghetto are not legal. 

Moreover, accessibility in terms of road infrastructure is very poor. In addition, 

according to the survey results, 11% of the houses were made of mud, 2% of 

stunning building and 1% of metal sheeting, which is considered a sign of extreme 

poverty. The majority of the houses have tiles or shingles for their main roof. 
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Figure 7: Primary construction material of the housing unit’s exterior walls in the Roma Ghetto 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

Figure 8: Primary construction material of the housing unit’s main roof in the Roma Ghetto 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

Figure 9: Can your home withstand strong winds, severe rain, snow or hail without significant 

damage? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

While half of the respondents 

said their house can 

withstand strong winds, 

severe rain, snow or hail 

without significant damage, 

10% responded negatively to 

this question, and another 7% 

said perhaps, but with 

significant damage. 

The average house in the Roma 

Ghetto in Vidin may have bricks but 

it is far from a standard house 
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Figure 10: Every third household (average between 3-4 people) lives in one or two rooms 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

12% of the Roma households (average of 3-4 people) live in homes up to 20 sq. m. 

while another 19% live in homes up to 40 sq. m. This means that every third 

household lives in one or two rooms, which is another sign of extreme poverty. In 

comparison to national data about Roma as per EU MIDIS II 2016 survey, the average 

number of rooms per person is 0.9, which is higher than in the Czech Rep. (0.8), 

Slovakia and Croatia (0.7), but worse than in Portugal (1) and similar to Slovakia and 

Romania. 

 
Very often seriously ill retired Roma share a room with their grandchildren 
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Table 2: Do you have water in your house? 

 Access to water for 

cooking/bath 

Availability of own bathroom 

In the house 50% 53% 

In the yard of the house 28% 3% 

Outside of the yard of the 

house 

22% 44% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

While half of the Roma households have access to water for cooking and bathing as 

well as their own bathroom, 28% report that access to water is in the yard of the 

house, whereas another 22% report that the access to water is outside of the yard of 

the house. This relates to the fact that a standard sewage system is missing in the 

Roma Ghetto in Vidin and people find it difficult to access water. For 44% of those 

surveyed, the bathroom is available outside of the yard of their house. In fact, these 

are worse numbers compared to the national survey (2016 EU MIDIS II), which 

reported that 22 % of the Roma do not have water inside the dwelling compared to 

0.7% of non-Roma. The case is worse in Romania, where 67% of the Roma who have 

no water inside their dwelling. 65% of the Roma in Bulgaria do not have their own 

bathroom inside their dwelling, compared to 82% in Romania. 

 
Living conditions in the Roma Ghetto in Vidin are very poor for most families; accessibility of water in the 

house is a luxury 
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Figure 11: Do you have property documents? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

20% of the respondents said that they have property documents for their house, 

which they have obtained over the past few years. Most of them have managed to 

obtain documents before 1989, while another small share of 6% have only recently 

pursued the opportunity, provided by NGO Organization Drom through the Access 

to Housing project, which started in 2016 and is supported by Open Society 

Foundations. The majority of the Roma households, covered in the survey, have no 

property documents, as per survey design. 

Interestingly, 46% of all respondents declare that they are willing to pay BGN 15 (EUR 

7.7) per sq. m. if the municipality offers an opportunity to legalize their houses. 

Another 46% declare they will not be able to pay, while 8% indicate that they do not 

know. 

Figure 12: Are you afraid of eviction threat? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

Majority of the respondents are worried and very worried (74%) by the threat of 

eviction. Only 13% are not worried at all, which means that majority of the Roma 

understand very well the issue that missing property documents may lead to eviction. 

The primary source of light for Roma households in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin are 

electricity from the grid, and candles, paraffin, and wax. Only the houses in the Roma 

Ghetto that are connected to the electricity grid are registered as legal 
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establishments. In that respect, all others are deprived of an electricity grid 

connection. This is valid for 34% of the Roma households, who report using an illegal 

connection. Another large group of 24% of the Roma households use candle, paraffin 

and wax to light their house. 

Figure 13: Primary source for light 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

60% of the households use wood as primary source for cooking, while another 32% 

use gas. 94% of the households use wood for heating, which is the cheapest source. 

38% of the households use an outdoor toilet with unstable construction, whereas 

48% use an indoor toilet, and another 14% have outdoor toilet with stable 

construction. 

Food 

 

On the table of a typical Roma household, one would see everyday cereal (bread, rice 

and pasta) rather than fish and meat, which are rarely seen. Dairy products are also 

consumed rarely, as well as fruit. 35% of Roma households said they consume fruit 

rarely, while 20% of households responded they consume fruit only a few times a 

month. Similarly, vegetables are consumed rarely by 22% of the Roma households, 

while another 30% consume vegetables a few times a month. By contrast, potatoes 

are often consumed by half of the Roma households. Only 13% of households 

surveyed are able to consume meat about once a week, which is valid for none of the 

households when fish is considered. Very small percentage of families in the Roma 

Ghetto report that they do not consume any of the food indicated because of cultural 

or religious purpose. 
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Table 3: Food consumption 

 

 

Never Rarely Once a 

month 

A few 

times 

a 

month 

About 

once a 

week 

A few 

times a 

week 

Every 

day 

Never 

for 

cultural 

or 

religio

us 

reasons 

Cereal 

(bread, rice, 

pasta) 

     19% 78%  

Potatos    39% 11% 46%   

Vegetables  22%  30% 8% 32% 8%  

Fruit  35%  19%  33%   

Dairy 

products/ 

eggs 

 23%  23%  24% 15%  

Meat  30%  25% 13% 18%   

Fish 14% 40% 14% 19%     

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 
Figure 14: How often in the past month, at least one person from the household went to bed 

hungry? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

Roma households were additionally asked whether at least one person from their 

household went to bed hungry in the past month. 17% responded that this happened 

at least once, while another 14% said it happened 2-3 times. 10% said it happened 

more than 4 times during the past month. Similar results came with the 2016 EU 

MIDIS II survey for Bulgaria, held in 2016; 6% of the Roma said that at least one 

person from the household went to bed hungry more than 4 times a month, while 

14% said this happened a few (2-3) times, similar to the case in Vidin. 73% in the EU 

MIDIS II survey said this never happened compared to 56% who confirmed this in the 

Vidin survey. The situation is seemingly worse in Greece, where 13% said that a 

member of the household went to bed hungry four or more times a month, and 25% 

said it happened a few times, 2-3. Roma in Czech Republic are better off as 80% said 

it never happened, only 3% said it happened four or more times and 12% said it 

happened a few times (2-3 times).   
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Income, Shoes, Clothes 

According to EU MIDIS II 2016 survey, 86% of the Roma surveyed and their children 

live with an income below the national at-risk-of-poverty threshold in Bulgaria. This 

percentage is higher than reported percentages in Hungary (75%), Romania (70%) 

and Czech Republic (58%), but lower than Spain (98%), Greece (96%), Croatia (93%) 

and Slovakia (87%).  However, the Roma household survey in Vidin demonstrates 

even worse results.  

 
Figure 15: How much monthly income did your household have for the past 12 months? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

51% of Roma households in the Vidin Ghetto live on less than 1.9 USD per person, 

which is below the international poverty line.4 That is to say, half of the Roma in the 

Roma Ghetto of Vidin live in extreme poverty. 

A quarter of the households declare that they receive money from abroad 

(remittances) from their relatives. About a third of the respondents said that none, 

less than half, or half of the household has adequate shoes or clothes for severe 

weather. Half of the Roma households said that they can hardly make it, while 

another 34% indicated they can make it with difficulty.  

 

 

 

                                                           
4
 The World Bank is the main source for global information on extreme poverty and it sets the 

International Poverty Line. The poverty line was revised in 2015 – since then, a person is considered to 

be in extreme poverty if they live on less than 1.90 international dollars ($) per day. This poverty 

measurement is based on the monetary value of a person’s consumption. Income measures are also 

used when reliable consumption measures are not available.  



19 
 

Figure 16: Ability to make ‘ends meet’ 

 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

The results from the Roma Households Survey in Vidin are similar to those obtained 

from the 2016 EU MIDIS II conducted in Bulgaria, where 48% said they make ends 

meet with great difficulty, 21% make it with difficulty, and 17% with some difficulty. 

When asked about the poverty situation in the country, 35% of respondents said that 

they believe it has not changed, while 30% responded that it has worsened, and 29% 

said it has worsened a lot. 

Figure 17: How has the poverty situation changed in the country in the past year? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

Human Rights 

18% of survey respondents confirmed that their human rights have been abused by 

people or institutions in the past 12 months. Another group of 30% said that it has 

happened sometimes, while 20% responded it happened rarely. For one out of five 

respondents, it did not happen at all. NGO Organization Drom has been dealing with 

human rights protection for over 20 years in Vidin, and has established a good 
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dialogue with local institutions and raised human rights campaigns for more 

tolerance against ethnic minorities and in particular Roma. Because of this, the human 

rights situation has improved in Vidin over the past two decades, and survey results 

indicate this progress. 

 

Figure 18: How often has your household been abused by people or institutions in the past 12 

months? 

 
Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

The survey asked the Roma households whether they are willing to take free legal 

advice to protect their human rights. Majority of the respondents replied positively 

(98%). 

 
Figure 19: Overall prevalence of discrimination based on Roma background in the past five 

years and past 12 months, by EU member states (%) 

 
Source: FRA, EU-MIDIS II 2016, Roma 

Note: Out of all Roma respondents at risk of discrimination on grounds of Roma background in at 

least one of the domains of daily life asked about in the survey (“the past 5 years: n=7,745; the past 12 

months: n=7,875; weighted results; Domains of daily life asked about in the survey: looking for work, at 

work, education (self or as parent), health, housing, and other public or private services (public 

administration, restaurant or bar, public transport, shop); Discrimination experiences in ‘access to 

health care’ were asked about only for the past 12 months, which explains the different sample sizes 

(n) for the two reference periods. 
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The table shows that most Roma in Bulgaria feel discriminated against because of 

their Roma background when in contact with public or private services, such as 

administrative offices, public transport, or when accessing a shop, restaurant or bar. 

The national data are somewhat lower compared to Vidin outcomes, but also 

compared to all other EU member states that were surveyed in the EU MIDIS II.  

Comparative Analysis 

 

This section will discuss the difference between the group of Roma households that 

have property documents for their houses, and the group of Roma households that 

do not have property documents, based on several indicators in order to track any 

differences. 

 
Table 4: Poverty indicators 

 Available property 

documents 

Not available property 

documents 

Extreme poverty 55%  50%  

Clothes   

None has 0% 11% 

Half has 5% 17% 

All have 90 %  55% 

Shoes   

None have 0% 12% 

Half has 5% 15% 

All have 90% 57% 

School fees and 

education material 

  

Cannot afford  30% 52% 

Seldom can afford  5% 10% 

Can afford  50% 24% 

Long-term 

unemployment 

55% 67% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

As displayed in the table above, half and over half of the two groups live in extreme 

poverty. When looking at the availability of clothes and shoes, however, there is a 

difference between those Roma households that have property documents and those 

that do not have them. Much fewer Roma have enough clothes and shoes in the 

group compared to those that do not have property documents. More people cannot 

afford to pay school fees and costs of education material of their children in the 

group of Roma that have no property documents. Finally, more Roma are long-term 

unemployed in the group that does not have property documents for their houses.  
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Table 5: Food consumption 

 Available property 

documents 

Not available property 

documents 

Fruit   

Few times a week 55% 28% 

Rarely 20% 39% 

Meat   

Few times a week 50% 9% 

Rarely  10% 36% 

Fish   

Never  10% 18% 

Rarely 25% 43% 

Few times a month 25% 20% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 
 

The consumption of fruit, meat and fish is higher in the group of Roma who have 

property documents for their houses, compared to the group of Roma who have no 

property documents. 

 
 

Table 6: Conditions for Access to Housing 

 Available property 

documents 

Not available property 

documents 

Toilet   

Indoor  85% 37% 

Outdoor with stable 

construction 

15% 16% 

Outdoor with unstable 

construction 

5% 47% 

Heating   

Wood  90% 96% 

Cooking   

Gas  45% 29% 

Wood 40% 65% 

Light   

Electricity grid (legal 

connection) 

85% 27% 

Electricity grid (non-legal 

connection) 

10% 41% 

Candle, paraffin, wax for 

light 

5% 27% 

Available Bath   

In the house 85% 45% 

No bath in the house 10% 53% 

Water for cooking/bath    

In the house 80% 41% 

In the yard of the house 15% 33% 

Outside the yard of the 

house  

5% 26% 

Roof   

Tiles  95% 91% 
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Exterior walls   

Bricks  65% 61% 

Cement 35% 23% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

The survey data demonstrate that the Roma households in the Roma Ghetto in Vidin 

that have property documents have better conditions for access to housing 

compared to the Roma households that do not have property documents. 85% of the 

Roma households that have property documents have indoor toilets, compared to 

47% of Roma households that have no property documents, who have outdoor 

toilets with unstable construction. Majority of the Roma households in both groups 

use wood as key source for heating and cooking. Yet, when it comes to electricity for 

lighting, there is huge difference. Majority of the group of Roma households that 

have property documents use electricity for lighting through legal connection (85%), 

compared to a small portion of Roma households with no property documents who 

said they use legal connection (27%). In fact, almost every third of the latter group 

use candles, paraffin and wax for lighting, which is a sign of extreme poverty. Over 

half of the Roma households with no property documents have no bath in the house, 

while 85% of the Roma households with property documents have a bath in their 

dwelling. Water for cooking and bathing in the house is available for 80% of the 

Roma households with property documents, while this is true for only 41% of the 

Roma households with no property documents. In fact, 26% of the latter group said 

they have water for cooking and bathing outside in the yard of the house. Finally, 

majority of the Roma households said that they have tiles on their roof and bricks for 

the exterior walls of their houses; yet, construction of the houses in most cases is far 

from complete.  
 

Table 7: Medical care 

 Available property 

documents 

Not available property 

documents 

Not seriously ill during the 

year 

  

Once or twice  55% 63% 

Once a month  40% 22% 

Seriously ill during the year   

Once or twice  40% 22% 

Once a month  16% 17% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 

 

The medical care situation is worse for the group of Roma households who have no 

property documents when considering non-serious illness, while it is worse for the 

group of Roma households who have serious illness. Yet, when we look at perception 

indicators, a large majority of both groups declare that most Roma in the Ghetto 
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cannot actually afford medical treatment. Therefore, self-evaluation of serious and 

non-serious illness is not reliable. The group of Roma households with no property 

documents declares that it has encountered abuse of human rights more often. 

Finally, large share of both groups find that the poverty situation in the country has 

worsened or worsened a lot. 

 
Table 8: Perceptions of Roma surveyed respondents 

 Available property 

documents 

Not available property 

documents 

Abuse of human rights   

Never  35% 18% 

Sometimes or often  45% 49% 

Poverty situation in the 

country 

  

Worsened or  worsened a lot 60% 58% 

Medical treatment   

Most Roma in the Ghetto 

cannot afford medical 

treatment for non-serious 

illness 

85% 76% 

Most Roma in the Ghetto 

cannot afford medical 

treatment for serious illness 

90% 82% 

Source: Vidin Roma Household Survey (NGO Organization Drom, 2017). 
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Conclusions and Policy Recommendations 

 

This report provided analysis of results from a representative survey, conducted in 

November/December 2017, for the access to housing conditions in the Roma Ghetto 

of Vidin – mid-size town in Northwest Bulgaria. It also compared results from the 

second EU Minorities and Discrimination survey about Roma, held in nine EU 

countries in 2016, including Bulgaria. 

 

Key conclusions are summarized as follows: 
 

i. Half of the Roma in the Vidin Ghetto lives in extreme poverty, earning less 

than 1.9 USD per day. This percentage is higher than what is reported by 

national data about Roma living standards. Roma are, as is widely known, the 

poorest social strata in the Bulgarian society. Yet, this situation is unacceptable 

for a large population of one Roma Ghetto in Vidin, in a country that is a 

member of the European Union.   

 

ii. One out of five Roma in the Vidin Ghetto has migrated abroad due to poor 

economic and social conditions. The process of migration has accelerated in 

the past decade, and it is no surprise that Roma who want to escape from 

poverty traps5 leave the Ghetto and go abroad. 

 

iii. Long-term unemployment of Roma is very high. Limited number of Roma 

work (39%) but only 15% out of this group work under a contract. 

Discrimination in the labor market leads to this situation, in addition to poor 

qualification of Roma adults, and low levels of education. 

 

iv. Over 40% of the buildings in the Roma Ghetto are not legal, as per data from 

Vidin Municipality. Although most of the houses in the Vidin Ghetto were built 

with bricks (58%), majority of them are not finished yet. Moreover, some of 

them are adjacent to electricity grids, which is illegal, and others are blocking 

streets.  

 

v. One out of ten houses in the Roma Ghetto is made of mud, 2% of stunning 

building and 1% of metal sheeting. Every third household in the Roma Ghetto 

lives in one or two rooms. Half of the Roma households do not have access to 

                                                           
5
 Vidin region is characterized by low economic activity, hence low productivity location, which- 

coupled with low education and low qualification of the Roma, as well as high levels of discrimination 

in the labor market towards Roma brings only one solution: migration. See argumentation along these 

lines at Max Roser and Estaban Ortiz-Ospina (2018). 
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water for cooking and bathing and their own bathroom at home.  Accessibility 

in terms of road infrastructure is very poor.  

 

vi. A quarter of the survey respondents said that they use candle, paraffin and 

wax to light their house. Half of the households in the Roma Ghetto use an 

outdoor toilet. 

 

vii. Majority of the survey respondents (74%) are worried and very worried by the 

threat of eviction.  Almost half of the respondents declare that they are willing 

to pay BGN 15 (EUR 7.7) per sq. m. if the municipality offers an opportunity to 

legalize their houses. 

 

viii. Poverty indicators, food consumption, conditions for access to housing, 

medical care, and perceptions were studied for two separate groups – Roma 

households who have housing property documents and Roma households 

who do not have property documents for their dwellings in the Roma Ghetto 

in Vidin. The former group is slightly better off compared to the latter group. 

 

Overall, access to housing conditions for Roma in the Vidin Ghetto, as seen from the 

Vidin Roma Household survey, held in end-2017, is below the living standards of 

Roma in Bulgaria, as per EU MIDIS II survey, conducted by FRA in 2016. This is very 

disturbing, given the fact that Bulgaria, in general, performs much below the living 

standards of Roma in eight other EU member states – Croatia, Czech Republic, 

Greece, Hungary, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, and Spain. 

 

Key Policy Recommendations  

 

i. Channel EU Funds for improving local infrastructure and social services in 

the Roma Ghetto of Vidin. The Vidin Municipality needs to ensure equal 

access to housing for its constituents. In this respect, improving the conditions 

for access to housing in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin is a must. Municipalities in 

Bulgaria use EU funds for improving local infrastructure – road, sewage 

systems, electricity grids, health, and other social services. Given poor living 

conditions in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin, it is recommended that the Vidin 

Municipality prepares a series of projects for improving the standard of living 

in the Roma Ghetto. These projects need to be prepared in consultation with 

the NGOs that operate in Vidin, as well as with the Roma in the Ghetto whose 

lives would be affected. It is recommended that Vidin Municipality appoints a 

special unit within the administration to deal with design of project proposals 

and project implementation for the Roma Ghetto, which is home to over 10% 

of the population of the town of Vidin. This work will also facilitate the 

preparation of a new Cadaster Plan for the Roma Ghetto, which has not been 

updated since 2004. 
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ii. Speed up the process of legalization of houses in the Roma Ghetto. 

Facilitating the process of legalization of the houses of Roma households in 

the Roma Ghetto is very much needed in the short-run. A campaign for raising 

awareness among Roma in the Ghetto was launched in 2016 by NGO 

Organization Drom, and it produced results as Roma households began to 

legalize their houses. As per Vidin Roma Household Survey results, majority of 

the Roma are aware of the threat of eviction for not having property 

documents of their dwellings and close to half of the Roma households in the 

Ghetto are ready to pay for legalization of their houses. The awareness 

campaign may continue in the next three years, until the process is stabilized, 

but the Vidin Municipality would have to establish a faster procedure that will 

speed up legalization of the houses in the Roma Ghetto of Vidin. 

 

iii. Offer Trainings and Jobs for Roma in Vidin. Long-term unemployment can 

be decreased and migration can be reversed if Roma are given the opportunity 

to work in Vidin. The setting up of work programs for education and 

qualification training for Roma adults can create opportunities for employment 

in the private and public sectors. Cooperation between local and state 

authorities, NGOs and local businesses through EU and national funding, as 

well as international donor funding, can improve conditions for local 

employment. The NGO sector can create programs for innovation and 

entrepreneurship training for young Roma and non-Roma in the areas of 

information and communication Technologies, creative industries among 

other, that could improve employment prospects for Roma in the near future.   
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